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BORIS TURPIN 
Petition 

Dr E. Constable presented the following petition bearing the signatures of three persons - 

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 

We, the undersigned, bring to your attention the situation of Boris Turpin and his family of Mount 
Lawley. 

Boris is fifty years old and suffers from Psoriatic Arthritis.  This is a very painful and debilitating 
condition.  Boris was diagnosed nineteen years ago, at the age of 31.  At that time he was married, with 
two children, leading an independent life.  He is now confined to a wheel chair and needs support in all 
areas of personal care and daily living.  His hands are deformed by arthritis to the extent that he finds it 
difficult to hold anything.  Tasks taken for granted by most, such as using the telephone, can’t be 
achieved without the help of someone else. 

Boris now lives with his parents.  They provide the support and care he needs.  Mr and Mrs Turpin are, 
however, both elderly.  They are in their late seventies and are in very poor health.  Boris’s father has 
had a brain aneurism which has left him with complications, including memory loss.  His mother has 
dementia.  The level of care Boris now needs has surpassed the capabilities of his parents.  They need 
support themselves.  However, they are devoted to their son and can’t think of their own needs until 
they know that his needs are met and his future secure. 

Boris’s parents plan to leave the family home to him.  Boris wants to continue living there, but he needs 
support to be able to do so.  He is known in the area.  Local shop owners and neighbours are supportive.  
He can “get around” in his wheel chair and enjoys a degree of independence.  Boris dreads the thought 
of having to move, at the age of fifty, into an aged care nursing home.  If funding isn’t made available 
this is what he may well have to do.  He risks losing his home and his remaining independence. 

Boris has applied for funding for support but his application has been unsuccessful.  Boris needs 
support now.  His parents, at any moment, may no longer be able to continue to provide the care he 
needs. 

Mr and Mrs Turpin speak very broken English and find it difficult to communicate their needs and 
fears.  However, it is hard to imagine how, in their late seventies, suffering from aneurism and 
dementia, their situation cannot be properly understood and help made available.  They can only 
wonder what has to happen to them before their family’s situation is deemed urgent enough for them to 
receive the help they need. 

Now we ask that the Legislative Assembly give urgent attention to: 

The provision of the accommodation support services needed by the estimated 300 people with 
disabilities and their families in Western Australia currently unable to access the accommodation 
support they need. 

[See petition No 239.] 
 


